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He late proceedings of the Britich Court , with regard to that of 
Spain, having brought matters to ſuch an extremity, that no- 
thing leſſ than a rupture can be expected; it is thought not im- 

proper to publish ſome of the letters & repreſentations, which have 
on that occaſion, that every one may freely & impartially judge, 
on which fide the blame shonld lye, or whether the Miniſters of Ma- 
dtid, or thofe of London will be anſwerable for all the misfortunes 


” 


of a War between the ty Nations 


In the tranſlating theſe papers care has been taken t keep cloſely, 
not onely to the fenſe but even as much as poſſible to the words. 
expreflions ; & it muſt be look'd upon as a circumſtance; of no did 
vantage to thoſe, who are willing to let the world judge of their actions, 

from the moſt uthentick accounts. „% oe att 5 
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FT" He King my Maſter has recieved repeated adyices ſinee the 15. 
I. that the Brittish ſquadron of men of war, under te Command 


of Admiral Jennings aſter. ein! g. upon the Coaſt of St. Andero & 


I 

3 
* 

7 I 


© coming ve c | | 
Lanig one op king in fresh yater)-without mectily with 
any oppoſition, or recieving any damage from the Forts upon thoſe 
Coaſts, the Commanders of that Place | having readily conſented to 
it, in confidence of the. friendſhip,, & good correſpondence they knew 
to ſubſiſt & to be cultivated on the part of His Majeſty with: the King of 
GreatBrittain, in which 2 they thought themſelves confirm'd 
by the proteſtations of Peace made hy Admiral Jennings: However the 
ing my Maſter finding it neceſſary for his future conduct, to know 
immediately & certainly the intention of His Brittannick Majeſty by 
this proceeding, & the true deſign of this ſquadron, has commanded 
me to ſend this Courier to your Excellency, with ali poſſible diſpatch, 


- 


& to write this letter in his name, that in the anſwer: ; 'w 
jeſty expects by the ſame Courier, your Excellency 

If, & without diſguiſe the true intention of the ng, 7 - 
the real deſign of this ſquadron, & that in caſe your Excellency should 
not immediatly give ſuch a clear & categorical anſwer', His Majeſty 
may take ſuch meaſures as he shall jugde neceſſary , & give ſuch orders 


; o * 
as shall be proper for his ſervice. Jam, &. i 
1 TR. 2 ; 8 
A 2 


4 "s „ The 


F 


M4) | 
The ſome dey Me. Stonboyy after repentivg the fublance of che 


Pon which ] have the honour to acquaint you that as I have not 
| recieved any orders from the King my Maſter concerning ſuch a 
categorical declaration , as His, Catholick. Majeſty; demand's of me, 
] dare not take upon my ſelf to ry even tho j were inform'd.of 
is Majeſtic*s intentions in ſending this ſguadron but if it may de 
agreable to His Catholic Majeſty, J will immediatly diſpatch. 4 Gou- 
tier to London with your letter, in order to receive from my Court 
N thereupon without loſs of time, & in the mean time His Ca- 
i c tholick Majeſty may be aſſured, that the Admiral would not have ven- 
| | tured to make any declaratiou or proteſtation which had not been enti- 
4 rely conformable to his inſtructions, & to the intentions of the King. 
T hall be very much obliged to you, Sir, if you wil let me know 
tomorrow whether His Cathotick 9 f approves of my diſpatching 
a Courier to my Court in the manner ] have now propos'd, & in this 
caſe, you will be pleaſed to ſend me at the ſame time an order for 
Poſthorſes. Jam, &c. FFF 


* - | Fe. Re | | ty; r 
we Marquis de Is Pu repeating in his anjwer the ſubſtance of v3 
die letter" expreſſes bimſelfe i Mr. Stanhope on the 19. of 

p 7261 16) following manner. 


I Aving repreſented to the King my Maſter tne 10 e/of your 
I letter, he approves of your propoſal, of fending à Courier to 
5 ondon, & you will be pleaſed to mention, that as His Majeſty ex- 
Ef pe&'s to be inform'd exaQly-of the intentions of His Britannick Ma- 
| eſty; with reſpe& to the ſquadrqn commanded by Admiral Jennings, 
| | | bo deſires likewiſe to know the deſign” of the ſquadron which has been 
4 : ſent to the Weſt-Indies ;* for-if theſe ſquadrons, as has been preten- 
4 ded, were fitted out with no other view, but to ſecure the trade of 
= mme Brittish Nation, as the King my Maſter has never hitherto hinde- 

1 red or diſturbed the fair Trade, which the Subjects of England carry 
on; in all His Majeſty's dominions , but has onely endeavoured to put 

q grevent a clandeſtine trade in the Weſt-Indjes , which is 

o all Nations whatſoever = the Laws of Spain & the 
fares, ell as by virtue of the Treaty of Peace and Commerce with 
England, all pretence for theſe ſquadrons ceaſes, & His Brittich Ma- 
jeſty may recall the ſquadron ſent to the Weſt-Indies for the ſecurity 
of trade, which His Majeſty has neither diſtyrb'd hitherto, nor is now 
attempting to diſturb ; & upon theſe two points, the King expects a 
direct & poſitive anſwer from His Brittish Majeſty, in order l | 

| | | himſe 


4 


* 


himſelf in his future deliberations; & untill ſuch time as a poſitive de- 


_ Clatation is 18 7 5 touching the deſigns. of each of theſe ſquadrons, 
His Majeſty has this day thought fit to give orders to all his comman- 


3 ding Officers on the Coaſts & Ports of this Peninſula, not to ſuffer 


the ſquadron under Admiral Jennings, nor any ship of it, to come 
into any Port of Spain, but in caſe of their deſiring fresh water, or 
ny other proviſions, to allow them to ſend in their Boats; this bein 

Hat His Majeſty has commanded me to acquaint your Excellency wi 
for-your guidance, ] ſend you at the ſame time, an order for the Po- 
fthorſes, that the Courier may be diſpatch'd immediatly, 5 


2 0 O PF of the RVA Ra: po made by Mr. Stan ; to bis Cath. 
Majeſty on the 25. of September, 1726, TD 


3 11 
( 7 f 1 - 4 


He under written Embaſſadour extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
- & his Brittish Majeſty , having tranſmitted to his Court the letters 
(copys where of are -hereunto annexed) between the Marquis de la 
Paz & himſelf on the 17. & 19. of Auguſt laſt concerning the arrival 
of the Brittish ſquadron upon the coaſts of Spain, recieved orders 
yeſterday by a ſpecial meſſenger to repreſent thereupon to your Maje- 
ſty, that the King his Maſter was greatly ſuwpriſed as well at the ſtyle 


as at the ſubſtance of the ſaid letters from the Marquis de 1a Paz, 
which contain expreſſions & diane not ulual between the Miniſters 


of Princes who live together in Friendship, & that the King cannot 
conceive how your Majeſty could be alarm'd at the appearance of 
Sir John Jennings*, s Fleet upon the coaſt of 8. Andero, ſince the Mar- 
quis de la Pay himſelfe owns , that the Admiral had, immediarly 
upon his arrival, aſſured the Spanish Governours, that he was not co- 
me with an intention io commit any hoſtility, but as a friend, & 
with a peaceable diſpoſition having been fore d on thoſe coaſts by con- 
trary wiuds, & by a neceflity of taking in fresh Water. 

25 That the King is ſurpris'd libewiſe that your Majeſty can your ſelf 
be ignorant of the reaſons as well as not convinced, of the neceſſity 
which obliged His Majeſty to make theſe Naval Expeditions on account 
of the engagements, ſome of the conſiderable Powers of Euxgye have 
for ſome, time entered into, & of which His Majeſty has complained 
ſo often, & ſo loudly; Ih Armaments by ſea which have been made 
in moſt of the Ports of Spain, the Warlike preparations, & the, mar- 
ching a conſiderable number of Troops towards that part of the coaſt, 
which is neareſt, and moſt convenient for making any attempt upon 
the dominions of His Majeſty, the great hopes conceived by the Emiſ- 
ſaries & Adherents of the Pretender, who have boaſted very W 


3 


of the aſſiſtance they were to recieve from your ſide; their perſuaſion 
of this, as it plainly appeared by the pernicious & indiſereet conduct 
ſome among them, who have lately been recieved and favoured at 
Madrid; this conſidered, with the intrigues carry'd on by the Muſco- 
vites, & the reaſons His Majeſty has to ſuſpect the ill deſigns there was 
inſending laſt year the three ſhips from Petersburgh, firſt to Cadiz & 
thence to 8. Andero. The knowledge His Majeſty had laſt winter, by 
the confeſſion of the Spanish Miniſter of an Offenſive Alliance made 
between the Courts of Madrid & Vienna, & that by a certain Article 
of this Alliance, there was an engagement to employ open force t. 
obtain Gibraltar for the King of Spain, which place His Majeſty poſ- 
ſeſſes by ſo juſt a Title: The great ſubſidies which have been furnished 
to the Imperial Court, & wr do not appear to be due by virtue 
of any Alliance yet made publick : the notorious infringements which 
the ſpanish garde de Coſta, have for a long time made on the freedom 
of the Trade & Navigation of His Majeſty's ſubjects in the Weſt- In- 
dies; Infringements: ſo frequently complain'd of, without recieving 
the appearance of fatisfaCtion or reparation. All which things taken to- 
gether are ſufficient to shew very clearly the reaſons which have diſ- 
pos'd His Majeſty to take the meaſures he thought proper , & to fit out 
the ſeveral Fleets which have been ſent to ſea, & His Majeſty's ſub- 
jects would have had guſt cauſe to complain, if care had not been ta- 
en for the ſafety of theKingdom , & of their Rights & Properties, 


: . Which they found to be threatned & in danger: His Majeſty therefore 


expect's that nis snips Ur War na bu e tn enter into the Ports 
of Spaine „according to the manner ſettled by the ſeveral Treatys 
which actually ſubſiſt between the two Nations, e ö 
The underwritten Embaſſadour has likewiſe Orders to take this 

occaſion to repreſent to His Catholick Majeſty the ſurpriſe of the King 

that no ſatisfaction has yet been offered for the extraordinary & unju- 
ſtiſyable procedings of taking the Duke of Riperda by force out of 
his houſe, a proceeding of which he complained ſome time ago, by 
order & in the name of His wr And laſtly he has orders to ſay, 
that the King is no leſs ſurpris'd at the affront done to his Conſul re- 
ſiding at 8. Sebaſtian who was obliged to quit that Poſt, & retire to 
Salamanca, contrary to the Law of Nations & to the Tenour of 
Treatygubblting between the two Crowns. 1 8 
2 M. STANHOPE, 


Copy 
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IN purſuance of your Excellency's deſire in your private letter to 
me, of the = inſtant J did immediatly lay' before the King my 
aſter , your Excellency's repreſentation adreſſed | 


to His Majeſty, as 
the anſwer your Excellency was to give, to what ] had, by His Ma- 
jeſty's command writ: to you on the 17. — of Anguſt, copys of 
which letters togggther with your anſwer of the 17. are hereunto an- 
nexed as being the baſis & foundation of the repreſentation made by 
your Excellency in purſuance of orders from the King of Great Brit- 
tain recieved the 24. of eee by the return of the Courier you 
had ſent to London. His Majeſty being fully inform'd of the contents 
_ of the ſaid repreſentation , tho he had reaſon to expect an anſwer 
from the Brittish Court, more clear more poſitive & more ſatisfactory, 
was not however ſurpris'd, nor did it at all appear ſtrange to him, 
conſidering the ill diſpoſition & intentions which the English Miniſtry 
have for tome time shewn in all their proceedings notwithſtanding - 
their endeavour to palliate & diſguiſe the ſame by exprefſions and pro- 
teſtations of friendship, which have been litterally made uſe of on the 
refent occaſion, inſtead: of a ſincere & friendly explanzrion as had 
64. delirey | of deſfigno-im wiz w by ending the Iqu rons under Ad- 
miral Hopf Admiral Jennings to the Weſt- Indies & on the coaſts 
of this Peninſula. His Majeſty is at preſent appriſed of the new shifts 
& ſpecious pretences intermix'd with complaints which have no foun- 
dation, & are interely contrary to the candour & ſincerity religiouſſy 
obſeryed by His Maſeſty towards his Friends and Allies, but very 
agreable to the Genius: of the English Miniſtry, & to the weak pre- | 
(na & 1 reaſons which they had heaped together to per- 1 
le the Parliament of imaginary dangers threatning the Brittish 1 
Crown & Nation, thereby the more readily to obtain a conſent to the | 1 
very great, but very unneceſſary expences which have been made in | 
ſitting ' out ſo. many different ſquadrons. But yet all this notwithſtan- 1 
ding, His Majeſty has directed me to declare tô your Excellency hat | 
the force of truth, & the uprightneſs'of his intentions have ſuggeſted. i 
to his conſideration concerning the ſuſpicions which his Brittish Ma- | 
Jeſty expreſſes of the conduct of this Court, | | 5 | 
In the firſt place it is ſet forth with great 3 as if great _- 
| 
| 


Naval Armaments had been made in the Ports of Spain, when nothing 
is more certain & more publickly known than that no extraordinar 
Armament has been made nor any thing of this kind done that could 
WH F | give 


* 


(8) 
give the leaſt umbrage to great Brittain , tho' the numerous, ſqua- 
drons which were at the ſame time ſitting out 5 diligence in 
the Ports of great Brittain ought to have given Majeſty reaſon 
more than ſuſſicient for making ſuch preparations & diſpoſitions on his 
part as are pretended, eſpecially ſince by the reports ſpread at that time 
in all parts of Europe the Dominions & Rights of His Majeſty both 4 
this Kingdom & in the Indies were threatened & theſe reports ſeemed 
to be further confirmed by the courſe taken by the two ſquadrons abo- 
ve-mentionned the one having appeared on the Spanish coaſt in the 
Weſt-Indies, as the other has done on that of theſe Kingdoms. 
The ſame reaſon might ſerve to juſtify the marching of a conſide- 
rable Body of Trops towards the coaſts which lie neareſt to great Brit- 
tain, but in this caſe it muſt be particularly obſerved as a very juſt 
ground of complaint on the part of the King my Maſter, that the march 
of troops was occaſioned by the Arrival of the Engliſh ſquadron be- 
fore St. Andero which allarm'd & rous'd us from that tranquility & 
ſecurity we depended upon, as was very evident from the little precau- 
caution taken in theſe parts where there were no more troops than ba- 
rely ſufficient for garriſons & ſuch as ſome paſt occaſions have made 
neceſſary even in time of peace, to ſecure theſe places & the docks 
for building of ships, which are in the neighbourhood againſt any ſur- 
797 & danger. As to the Pretender it is not poſſible to charge His 
Majeſty upon the leaſt foundation of truth with the gym ; any ſtep or 
| n ENCONTAgement , much leſs of furnishing real aſſiſtance to 
NIS PICLUmutiuie Vs 411 


7 'deGgne hey have the Crown 
of — Briktain it being v certain that the condott is eye has 
obſery'd to the Emiſſarys » who are pointed at, tho' not particularly na- 
med in pens Excellency's repreſentation, is the moſt authentick Teſti- 
mony of His Majeſty's ſincere and religious friendship to the King of 
Great Brittain , but His Majeſty can not anſwer for, nor ought he to 
be charged with reports which the Emiſlarys of the Pretender may 
ſpread to encourage and animate one another neither is it poſſible to 
concieve what fondation there can be to ſuſpect any ill deſigns or to 
impute to any ſecret, intelligence in that view, the admitting into the 
Ports of Spain the three Merchant ships from Muſcovy , which accor- 
ding to the method obſerv'd towards all Nations in friendship with the 
Court of Spain, came into the Port of Cadiz, & went afterwards in- 
to that of St. Andero to carry on their trade; there muſt indeed be a 
very ſtrong inclination to form ſuſpicions & apprehenſions, when 2 7 
can be rais'd upon ſo innocent an occaſion. _ e 

As for the falſe confidence which the Duke of Riperda thought fit 
to make to your Excellency laſt winter, about an offenſive Alliance, 
& a poſitive engagement of the Emperour for the recovering of Gi- 
braltar, His Mayelty has already endeavoured to undecieve His 2 | 


aſck Majeſty, in that particular, he having no other view than to en- 
gage His Brittish Majeſty to repeat thoſe acknowledgements he has 


already made, from which neither the King my Maſter, nor the Spa- 


nish Nation will ever deſiſt. As very conſiderable ſums of money ha- 
ve been lately ſent & employ'd by his Brittish Majeſty in France, 
Pruſſia, Sweden, Holland and other places to promote & accomplish 
his deſigns, & yet the King my Maſter has never had the curioſity to 
inquire into the motives of theſe expences, he think's it the more 
ſurpriſing that his Brittish Majeſty should now demand of him an ac- 
compt of any ſum of money he may or may not have ſent. by way of 
ſubſidy to the Emperour' 1 e FV 
_ The complaint made againſt the garde de coſta whoſe proceedings 
are repreſented as infractions of treatys & violation of the Freedom 
of Commerce, is the moſt unjuſt that can be imagined ; for what have 
theſe ships done, but in purſuance of their duty, in hindering onely 
as well as they could the clandeſtine & unwarantable trade of all Na- 
tions to the Spanish Weſt-Indies, a trade very ſolemnly & ſtrictiy 
prohibited by ſeveral Treatys; & yet the conditions of which have hi- 
therto been ſo much eluded to the prejudice of His Majeſty, & his 
juſt Rights by frauds ſo inſolently attempted within his dominions, 
without any endeayour on the part of His Brittich Majeſty to remedy 
this abuſe in the conduct of his own ſubjects as well as in thoſe of 
other Powers in thoſe parts Wt | 0 
1 2 228 concludes. with « declaring 2 new occaſion of ſur» 
8 E lis Rrirtannin Ai 5 2 fh inen: e Wock ven 
| about the raking the Dake de Riperda out of your Excellency's ou- 
ſe, but as the King my Maſter's reſolution in that affair was taken 
upon mature deliberation & was entirely j uſtifyable before God & the 
World, as well as ſo perfectly agreable to the Law of Nations, there 
‚ be no pretence of any wrong done to your Excellency's character 
of Embaſſadour or of violating the protection due to the Arms of 
Great Brittain. Upon a due conſideration therefore of the reaſons, 
which His Majeſty was pleas'd in his Great Goodneſs to communica- 
te to the publick by the circular letters j writ by his orders to his Mi- 
niſters in Foreign Courts, & particularly to London, for the infor- 
mation of His Brittish Majeſty & of the Miniſters reſiding at that Court; 
His Majeſty does not think fit to ſay any. thing more, or to enter in- 
to any further Reaſonings about that Affair, there being no Founda- 
geen or neceſſity for any ſuch ſatisfaction as is pretended, But that the 
vonduct of the King my Maſter may be further juſtifyed by Facts, & 
that by the ſame Rule, an equitable judgment may be form'd of the in- 
tentions of His Brittich Majeſty , the deſigns of his ſquadrons , 
His Majeſty has commanded me, to ſend to your Excellency the anne- 
red Copys of Authentick Advices, . 285 have been recieved hy 
- 4 | | | 5 | 


* 


” | 610 | : 

the Havana ſince your Exceliency's repreſentation was delivered; from 
whence it may appear, whether the proceedings of Admiral Hoſer 
with his ſquadron at Portobello, are becoming a Prince, who gives 
uch aſſurances of Friendship as His Brittish Majeſty has done, 

& who complain's ſo much of Infractions on the part of the King my 
Maſter , without being able to prove the leaſt Act of Hoſtility, or 
even want of due attention, or any fact, which is not perfectij agrea- 
ble to the beſt intelligence & good correſpondance between the two 
Nations upon che foundation of this fact, & the hoſtilitys before 
mentiond, & which have been further confirm'd in the Weit · in⸗ 
dies, & which His Majeſty can not but conſider as a Violation of the 
good correſpondance & peace between the two Crowns. His pe cr 
will find himſeif oblaged to take ſuch meaſures as may be moſt ſuita · 
ble to the honour & dignity of his Crown as well as neceſſary for the 
ſecurity of his Dominions & of his ſabje&s , unleſs His Majeſty shall 
without delay give orders for a ſpeedy redreſs & ſatisfaction. ] am, &c. 


COPY e Litter of Don Antonio Serrano Conmmanier of o 
: Jan at Havana, the 8. of Auguſt 1726. 


9 firſt of this inſtant at night thelGovernour gave me notice; 
: that he recieved a letter from Portobello, dated the 16. of July, 
telling him that the Galleons would ſtay there, becauſe there were 
twelve English Ships abroad which ſent to dem: p of 
mittion, and a Fach- 5s WHhIkh ror! h Dori , which was 
granted them. That of thoſe twelve Ships, four Frigates were detach'd, 
=> cruiſed along the coaſt from Portobello to the He-Forte and 
har one of our Fregates & two Bilanders , having ſet fail from 
Portobello toChagre, they were followed by an English Ship, which 
being come up with them, eng hae cen return to the fame 
Port, from whence they came, without doing them any other da- 


Fs 5 ELL 
hat the English Shallops went into, & came from Portobello, & 
that the 4 „Land & go where they pleafe. That Monfienr Al- 
darete the Preſident of Panama, was at Portobello , and that Don 
Antonio Caftafieta was not then arrvied there, neither had they any 
Another letter from Portobello, to one in this town, gives als 
moſt the ſame account , & fays further, that the Treaſure was carryed 
to Cruces ; which is ſeven leagues from Panama, V 
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proceſs io appear. They according to 


E e e his depoſit ion as followetn. 

That he was in Portobello when'he diſcover'd 9 ew ne 
of war at fea, which happened on Trinity ſanday of this preſent year, 
four ships of line & twelve Fregates. Fhat the fame day finding that 
they had caſt Anchor at Baſtimentos the Preſident of Marra 
Meſſenger to them, to ask the Chief Commander what they came to 
do upon thoſe Coaſts ': he made anſwer the next day, that they came 
by order of their Sovereign, to guard the. Ship of Permiſſion, which 
Was incorporated with the Galleons. Thir anſwer was —_— b 

a ee men of the ſame ſquadron, amongſt whom was an Englis 

Factor of Carthagena of the Aſſiento denegros, in a boat which entred 


into the Port. And having been ask'd , they anſwerd that there was no 


War between the two Crowns. That they deliver d up to them the 
ship of permiſſion & an other English Packetboat which was in the 


Port, & the Preſident Seeing that they ſtill continued to ſtay there; he 


ſent to ask what. motives: they had co lys at anchur wa ute a. They 
made anfwer that they could not leave it till further orders from their 


Sovereign. That four of theſe ships kept a guard fromBaſtimentos as far 
as l'Iſle- Forte, ou the Coaſt of Carthagena out of ſight of the land. That 


the English of the ſquadrons come as oſten as they pleaſe, in their 


Snhallops into Portobello, & walk about there, without having any 
regard, for the Preſident & the Generals, and Admiral of the Gal - 
leons. That a little shallop coming from St. Eſprit, & which drew 


near Portobello was taken by them, that they open'd the letters, & 
let her come away after they had enquired for M. Caſtafieta, whether 
he was come from Spain with the Squadron which is expected in the 
d America. r 10117 eee 
That wanting victuals at Portobello they held a Council of War, 
wherein thaey reſolved, to demand of the English Squadron a free 
paſſage for the Spanish Veſſels to go for proviſion to Carthagena, 


which the English Commander granted, but upon condition that they 


would go with the ordinary ballaſt , without either money or fruit. 
And that in a word all the motions of the English Squadron denoted a 
rupture. This is what the Witneſs had ſeen che ſame day that he lefe! 
Portobello,” to come to this Town of 1 At the ſame time twelve 
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es i „ . 
Bilanders with two Spanish Convoys hoiſted ſail to go to Ch loa- 
ded with the Merchandiſe which they tranſport from the Galleons to 
Panama, one of the ships of line of th'English Squadron which lay 
abroad began to chaſe them, & all the ships return'd back & fled to 
Portobello, where moſt of them entred, the reſt paſs'd juſt by the ship, 
Which did not purſue them, & she put herſelf under the Artillery of 
the Caſtles, & afterwards she hoiſted ſail & went out. The ship in 
which the Witneſs was, continued its courſe ,: & he knew no more than; 
what he has depoſed & declared, which is publick , notorious, & 
conſiſtent with truth, upon the oath he took. The reſpect & the im- 
portance of the ſervice of His Majeſty were declared to him at the 
Tame time that he was put to his oath. He is 24. years of age, & he ſign'd, 
it with the Gentlemen 3 Bernal Fernandez, Diego Ramos, 
Antonio Sevaſtiano de Cala, Notary publick. | 
To this laſt letter of the Marquis de la Paz, anſwer has been deli- 
vered by M. Stanhope which probably will be published with the re- 
ply to it; in the mean time, ] shall take the liberty of offering ſome. 
few conſiderations on the purport of theſe Papers. % - 
] think it appears very plainly, that the English Miniſters are much, 
at a loſs, to find any tolerable pretence for the great expences they 
have put their Nation to by their warlike expedition: They muſt ack- 
© nowledge that the Court of Spain has a right, by Treaties, to hinder 
any clandeſtine Trade, to their Weſt-Indies , they will not pretend to 


lay, that the English have not attempted ſuch a Trade, & if the gardes 
de coſtas haves hopp/ned'co go beyond the bhannds.of their duty in ſome 
particular inſtances, thoſe Treatys have provided that juſtice shall be 
done in an amicable manner; but the complaint is in general terms, 
withhout ſpecifying any caſes or times, in wich the {wrong was done, 
or the juſtice refuſed: This complaint too is, by their own confef.. 
| fion of a long ſtanding; how comes it then,, that the remedy they 
now pretend to be ſo proper & neceſſary, has nat heen ſooner applyed ?: 
The English men of War, which have been conſtantly ſtation'd at 
Jamaica, ſeem to have been ſufficient for ſuch a purpoſe, or at] leaſt 
might have been ſo, and have ſav'd ſuch an extravagant expence as 
that of Hoſier's Squadron, but let us conſider how this Squadron has 
been employ'd for the Pretended {me penn of protecting Trade againſt 
the Garde de Coſtas : Is it cruifing - in the proper ſtations for ſuch a 
deſign? ſo far the contrary that Admiral Hoſier has, not onely taken 
his own Squadron, but carried likewiſe the ships formerly on theſe 
ſtations to Portobello, where he has committed direct Hoftilities 
againſt the Crown of -- ax „leaving in the mean time the Trade not 
onely expos'd to the Garde de Coſtas but even to Pirates. Upan this 
head ] can not but obſerve that, as the Marquis de la Paz 's letter re- 
peat's more than once, & in the ſtrongeſt manner, that the Trade _ 
+ | 3 the 


the Weſt-Indies is expreſsly vrohibired to all Nations whatſoever by - | 
the Laws of Spain and of the Indies, as well as by many Treatys :: 
this contradict's very ſully what has been pretended, as if the Vienna 
Treaty. of Commerce had den the Emperour's ſubjeQs a liberty of 
trading to the Spanish Weſt- Indies. | ene. 
Let us conſider next whether the English Miniſters give any better 
reaſons, for the deſign of Admiral Jenning's eden : They fa 
firſt that the Admital did not come _npon the Spanish Coaſt With | 
intention to commit any hoſtilitys , but as a friend, & with a pacifi 
_ diſpoſition, having been forced upon that Coaſt by contrary winds , 
and. a neceſſity of taking in fresh water. — | „ 
It is to be obſerved that the Ad i ag [4s If ng at 1ea. Ter 
he came upon the Spanish Coaſt, | =_ 


at 
1 
ck 


— fo that it may ſeem very extranramary mar ne MOUNT troorr 
be reduced to a neceſſity of taking in fresh water at the Port of S. An- 
tonio, & if he was driven on that Coaſt by contrary winds, it will be 
very hard to gueſs what his direct courſe should have been: this would. 
remain a doubt among the Arcana Imperii of ſame great ſtateſmen, un- 
leſs it is to be explain d by the ſubſequent part of Mr. Stanhope's Re- 
5 on which enumerates ſeveral pretended reaſons for this ex- 
edition. 1 CE | 
But what are, thoſe reaſons ,? Great naval Armaments had been. 
made in the Ports of Spain, & à conſiderable Body of Troops ſent to 
that part of the Coaſt from. whence an attempt might moſt eaſily be ma- 
de upon the British Dominions. What became then of thoſe great Ar- 
maments ? There hae been. no appearance nf them t ſea 1 Hor are we. 
fold that the English Admiral diſcover'd any within the Forts? the 
English Miniſters Surely will not ſay that theſe deſigns were tapped, 
by the vigorous reſolutions of the parliament ,., for then the expence 
4 this Squadron was altogether, unneceſſary, to obviate dangers which _ 
were over many months before, & as for the march, of troops towards, 
the Coaſts, they themſelves had very fully accounted for it, by what, 
was published, in their moſt authentick News-Papers of the great al- 
| Farmi which their Squadron had given to the Spaniards, and which in; 
deed was the oncly effect the publick has yet known, of that expedi- 
tion. Thus da they pretend to draw reaſons for their aQions from the, 
neceſſary canſequences. of them: They allarm the Spanish Coaſts, & 
when. they are asked why they, did ſo ? Their anſwer is, hecauſe, the 
Spaniards have , upon that allarm, endeavoured to put themſelves into, 
ſome poſture. of defence; but. muſt, not the King of Spain be allowed, 
to keep ahy Garriſons, in ſuch parts of his Dominions as are ſaid to 
be the neareſt to thoſe of Great Brittain ? Would the English think. 
Fg eros of reaſoning ſufficient. to debarr. them from Sing one Ships 
havibg Gartiſons at, Plimouth & Portsmouth? But ſay th Englizh | 


4. 
"8 g 
* 


1 


Minffters wee had very great reafon, to ſuſpect & apprehend itt deſigns, 
becauſe three Muſcovies chips had been at Cadiz & St. Andero & the 
Pretender's Emiffarys had concieved great hopes, & boaſted pablickty:. 
of the affiftance they were to recteye , the proof of which appeared by 
the pernicious & indiſcreet conduct of fome of thoſe Emiffarys at 
Madrid . } aft 


ﬀ in deed allow in this cafe that the English Miniſters 
are the moſt proper Judges how far it was neceſſary to fecurethe King- 
dom againft the 8 of three 47 4 and the indiſereet conduct of 
the Pretender's Emiifa: N Hut ſry that the Court of Spain has 
hitherto judged very differently of the power & ſtrength of the Brittich 
Nation as well as of their affection & fidelity to their prefent Sove- 
reign. feuifiutheindifeeticonafibe Pretender's Emiffarys is of ſuch a, - 


MD TTot in ſo languishing & deſp 
A condition as it has been generally look'd - mg to be ; but then 4 
ly, it would have been more becoming the prudence & wiſdom of 
the English Miniſters, not to have diſcovered this important ſecret, to 
a Court which they have been provoking by all forts of ill ufage, they 
would likewiſe do well to conſider whether the Pretender has not mo- 
re lindiſcreet Emiſſarys & many able & faſt friends in other places, 
which the English Nation hath formerly fufſpected with great reaſon, 

tho their Miniſters have at preſent thought fit to bind themfelves to 
them, by a moft intimate, not to ſay a moſt dependant Friendship. 

There is no need of obſerving any t in addition of what is faid in the 
Papers themſelves about the offenſive Alliance & the engagement for 


recovering Gibralter by force: The English Minifters do not, ] am 
perſunde „ imagine any fach ga S ment eould bc thought neceſſary in 


a caſe where the promiſe of the King their Maſter was already enga- 
ed. But I can not help taking ſome notice of the article about the 
ke de Riperda, that the English Miniſters Should concern them- 
ſelves in ſo very extraordinary a manner for the protection of one whom 
they had always look'd upon as the chief promoter of theſe meaſures, 
of which they had, as they ſay themſelves , complained ſo often & loud- 
ly : his favour in the Court of Spain was once their great complaint, 
his diſgrace is now become their grievance. ; 

But we are not to be ſurpriſed at inconſiſtancys, when men are en- 
deavouring to find reaſons in others for the wrong meaſures they them- 
ſelves have firſt taken, they ſet out with affurances that Amiral Jen- 
nings came upon the Coaſt of Spain as a friend, & by accident ; they, 


then pretend to give reaſons for his coming there in a hoſtile manner 
at laſt conclude that for theſe reaſons they expect his ships should be 
admitted into the Ports of Spain by virtue of treatys of peace & friendship 
between the two Nations. | — IE 

Much might beſaid to ſatisfye the world of his Catholick Majeſtys ſin - 
cere diſpoſition & particular endeayours to preſerve that peace & _ 

Ez. | | ” SHIP 


14.3: 


tip, but for this, there my be ſoon a more proper occaſion : howe- 
Wo, 7 e of Mr. Stanhop'es Repreſentation to be true 
dee alone excepted which ſuppoſes the Court of eee to have actually 


ver allowing every articl 


orm'd deſigns for an attempt againſt the Brittish 


ſufficient to involve the Nation in the expences & calamitys of a war , 
the whole burthen of which they are moſt likely to bear & yet they 
the leaſt likely to recieve benefit, even from the ſucceſ git 
J have been told , a great Miniſter of theirs was lately pleas'd to declare 
that if the Nation a few years hence shall owe fifty or ſixty millions, yet 


debts will not be the worſt conſequence of the War, for otherways 


hey mayloſe for ever ſome. of the moſt valuable branches of their tra- 


e, which no treatys can afterwards recover when they are once got 


countrys. 


* 


ominions in favour + 
of the Pretender, & which the English Miniſters know as well as ] to 
be entirely groundleis) ] Would leave to the judgement even of En- 
5 men, ho have the true intereſt of their country at heart, whether 
theſe pretended grievances might not have been adjuſted , without Squa- 
drons and hoſtile operations? & yet if joyn'd all together, they are not 


into another Channel, & that our Manufactures are eſtablished in other 
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they will conſider that the preſent expence & the Increaſe of their 
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